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“Tokokawa” is a new, full-length collaborative effort between Malaysian sound artist Reverse Image and nomadic author / 
composer Thomas Bey William Bailey: a seamless and strangely organic suite of electro-acoustic pieces that hone in on the 
“essences” of various avant-electronic genres (“noise,” “drone,” “dark ambient,” etc etc) without succumbing to their more cliched 
elements. 

The title refers to a Japanese Shinto belief in continual renewal of existing objects or structures so as to revitalize the terrestrial 
domains of “kami” spirits dwelling within. Ise-Jingu, the chief shrine to the sun goddess Amaterasu, is famous for putting this intro 
practice via “Shikinen Sengu”: a cyclical reconstruction takes place every two decades in which the shrine is completely rebuilt to 
its original design using ancient building techniques and materials. 

This is not a literal devotional work, but it is done with the general sense of reverence for renewal and flux. Time and again, the 
most striking art comes not from a desire to form something unequivocally and shockingly “new”, but from a desire to revisit well-
known material and show it in lights not seen before. The creators have attempted to do this here by taking the basic vocabulary of 
their sonic influences and ambiguously re-ordering it so it might lend itself to new audiences, situations, and environments.

The three tracks or “phases” are titled with verbal cues indicating different states of matter: “Amanogawa” is either the “Milky Way” 
or, in direct translation, the “River of Heaven.” “Nurikabe” is a solid plaster wall that occasionally figures into bouts of sleep 
paralysis. “Jouhatsu suru Yuurei” are “vaporizing ghosts” (the confusion this may cause native Japanese speakers is intentional -  
imagine something ephemeral becoming somehow even more ephemeral). These pieces were meant to have the “properties” of 
solid, liquid or gas, but not completely: the focus is, again, on cyclical renewal and therefore each of these phases has just enough 
of an open-ended quality to it. 

The CD version of this album is also enhanced by lovely full-color artwork from Paul Takahashi, and expert mastering by Ryoko 
Ono. Can be programmed with / filed with Nurse With Wound, Coil, Troum, Francis Dhomont, Bernard Parmegiani, Sunn 0))), etc

1.天の川 / Ama-no-Gawa
2. 塗壁 / Nurikabe
3. 蒸発する幽霊 / Jouhatsu Suru Yuurei




